
      We are three weeks into our sermon series, Called, which is 

inspired by the stories of the prophet Elijah. The prophets 

understood the tension that existed between Israel’s religion 

and the religious practices of neighboring peoples. That’s why 

they consistently reminded the people to remember their 

heritage.  

      The people were called, by God, to live in certain ways. 

And the prophets were called to remind them of this truth. The 

Hebrew word for prophet, nabi, is used more 300 times in the 

Old Testament.  It simply means one who is called.  The 

prophets would receive their instructions from God through dreams or visions and 

would give warnings to those who were in need of hearing them.  

Elijah, for example, spoke to Ahab, the king, and confronted him because the 

prophet had a sense of being called by God to proclaim God’s words. Those words 

typically had to do with worship and injustice. 

Any time the people of Israel worshiped other Gods or did not worship God fully, 

they were abandoning their calling to be the “light of the nations,” showing total 

obedience to God. 

Any time the people of Israel put their own needs before the needs of others, they 

were abandoning their calling to be blessed to be a blessing. 

Our mission here at Aldersgate is to raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus. 

Author Richard Wilke says, “Disciples recognize and listen to prophetic voices 

raised about community, nation, and world and at times become the prophetic voice.”  

One of the ways we at Aldersgate seek to become the prophetic voice is by the way 

we love the people in our local mission field (Bowie Elementary, McMurry University, 

Aldersgate Academy and our Neighborhood). 

In our interactions with and care of the people in our mission field, we worship 

God with our lives and we seek to live with our eyes open to the injustices of the 

world. 

Our Pavilion Party that took place on Sunday, July 16, is one example. It was very 

well attended, and I believe that God is doing a great work as we are forming 

relationships with our neighbors.  A big thank you to all who helped. What a way to 

live in to our calling. 

I look forward to the many ways we will continue to worship God and work 

toward justice at Aldersgate, in Abilene and around the world.  

It is a joy to share this calling with you. 


